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Being allo the laſt Sermons of | 


Preached to the honourable ſocie- 
ty of Grayes Inne, Inne21. 
* and 28. 1635, 


Who the next Lords day follow- 
ing, dyed, and reſted from all 
his labours. 


RicuandDd S1wms»s D.D.! 


2 Sam.2 3.2, Theſe are the laſt words of 
the ſweet ſinger of Iſrael, 
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The Aubert Pray- 


for che furthering of uf 


and haſt made a moſt 


er before his Ser - 


mon. 


S/( Father, which 
azz haſt (anAified 
this ya for thy owne | 
ſervice and worthip,an | 


in the way of {alvation, 


gracious promiſe , that 
when two or three bee 


A3 ga- | 


—_— — 


| — "x | 
gathered together in thy | 
 name,thou wilt be there | 
| 'in the midft of them; 
| vouchlafe then vvce be- | | 
leech. thee the perfor- || 
| _ [mance of this thy pro. || 
[ miſe unto.us now gathe- |! 
{ .| | redtogetherinthyName|} 
| { | * {ro pray unto thee, to(] 
heare and ſpeake thy ho. |} 
ly and blefled Word;and || 
ſo ſanRific our hearts by 
| hy holy Spirit at this |} 
time, that wee may per-|# 
forme theſe holy ſervi-| 
| | Ces as ſhall bee moſt to[# | 
thy glory and our owne| 
comfort, Vnworthy WE 
are in our ſelves to ap- 'N 
peare 
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pe peare in thy moſt holy | 


| preſence,borh by reaſon 


of thefins of ournazure, 


| | andthe fins of ourliyes, 
J even ſincechat rimethar 


wee have bad ſome 


! | knowledge of chy blef- | 
! | ſed truch; which holy 
| | truth we havenorenter. 


tained nor profeſicd as 


but often times againit 


15 | the light thar thou haſt 
4 kindled i in our hearts by 


thy VVord and-Spirir, 


' we have committed ma- 


| ay finnes; and among(t 
theroft, we confeſſoour 


| linnos againſt thy holy 
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wee {hould == dane, | 


Or- | 
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| ſeeching thee for his ſake 
_ | notto give uvup tothelſe 


cauſe to curſe thy owne 


Ordinance, our not pre- 
paring our hearts unto 
it, nor profiting by it as 
we ſhould and might 
have done, giving thy 
Majeſty hereby. juſt 


— 


| 


holy Ordinance unto us; 
but thou art a gracious 
and merciful Fatherun- 
to-us in-Teſus Chriſt, in| | 
the- abundance of thy| | 
love and mercy 3 in him| } 
weecome unto thee, be- 


inward and fpirituali 


— 


[ 


| 


judgetnents, But vouch- 
ſafeus a trucinfight into 
our 


[| 
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| our {oules by thy holy | 


| our judgements, Kkind-- 


FY | 


4 "ThE Rs 


' 6ar owne eſtates, with- | 
| out deceiving of our| 
owne foules, and {rom 
| thence true humiliation; 
; and then we beſeech thee 

to-ſpeake peace unto as | 


inthy Chriſt, and ſayco- 


Spirit, that thou artour | 
 falvation:and for clearer 
 evidencethat weeare in 
thy favour, let us finde., 
the bleſſed worke ofthy. 
 holy- Spirit openingour- 
| | underſtandings;clearing.. 


ling our affecions, dil- 
covering our- corwpti- | 
' ons, —_ us- Four ( 
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x way to bÞ fuch' as thou 
| mail take. pleaſure and | 
IE | delighc in; and becauſe. 
2h thou haſt ordained thy] 
| holy word to beealight- 
' unto our feet, &-A guide | 
and direRion to all our + 
 wayes and paths, and 
3 'to bea poweriull wo 
JE to bring us «more and. 
| ; more our of the thral-'| 

| ; dome of fin and Sathan, | x 
 rothe bleſſed liberty of 
thy children;ve beſeech) 2 
' thee therolors iO bleſſe. 
thy word to theſe, and 
| all other good ends and 
purpoſes for which thou | 
| | haft ordained it; and! 
3 grant! 
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grant wee belcech thee, \ - 
thatnowat this time ot | 
of ir we may learne thy. 
holy will, and then la. 
 bour to frame our lives - 
thereafter, as may bee | 
moſt 'to thy glory and ' 
our owne comfort; and | 
that for Ieſus Chriſt his | 
ſake,thine onely Sonne, | 
| and our bleſſed Saviour, 
As oo 3 
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, Let not your hearts be 1r04- 
| bled: ye beleeve in God, be- 
leeve alſo in we. | 


ee ae  I—_ 


> Oly men: as: 
they be trees: 
— [& Of rightcoul: 
Gr) ; Z neſfle, and de- 
 GICA> gy irc to bee 
| fruitfull at all times, ſo-moſt- 
eſpecially towards. their 
end, having but a thort time | 

| to livein the world, they be | 

willing to leave the world ; 

with 
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with a good favour; ſo it 
was with 1acob; ſo with Mo- | {8 

ſes, as appeares in his excel- 
lent Song made before his 

death; you may ſee it in 
King Salomon and David be-* 
 foretheir deaths,but eſpeci- 
| ally in our Saviour. The 
F- nearer to heaven, the more 
| heavenly minded; when} | | 
graceand glory are ready to} | 

joyne, the oneto be {wal- | 

lowed upofthe other, then 
grace is moſt glorious. All | Þ 

1 the paſſages of Chriſt are | -| - 
| comfortable,but none more 
| comfortable then thoſe Ser- 
mons of his. that were deli- | | | 
vered a little betore his] | | 
| | 
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| death; -of all words thar 

| . Come from loving men to 
' thoſe they love, ſuch tre | | 
| moſt retrarkavle as beJpo 


- , ket when they be ready to 
0 | | 
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| end makes them wiſe. And | 
therefore ſairch God, 0h thas'| Ph 99. 


| they-bee no _ | 
ut 


| | things as they are. 


© Thefirſt Sermon. | g8- | 


| dye, becauſe then men are 
moſt ferious, they being a- | 
bout-the moſt ſerious buſi... 
neſſe : then they be wiſeſt, | 
and beſt able to judge : for. 
the conſideration: of their 


cople were wiſe to conſider 
WA pre end ! Ns 1 wo" | 
we to number my dayes, that T | 
may apply my heart to wiſe- 
| dome, ſaith Moſes, And in- | 
| deed there 1s no wiſedome 
to that : for.it teacheth men | 
| to paſſe a right judgement | 
upon all things inthe world: 
they be no longer drunke | 
| with the proſperity of the | 


ſwayed with opinion, 
| they paſſe an-eſtimation of | 
Beſides, love atthat time | . 
1%9}- 


_ 
= 


— — 


ut. ow. Ave nts 


_— 


: The firſt Sermon, 


, 45 ſhall beleeve in me,through | 
_ [their word, for his comforts | 
| concerne us all, as-his pray- | 
.| ers did. | 


is. efpecially ſet on worke. | 
| Therefore our bleſſed Savi- | 
our being now to offer him- | 
ſelfe a ſacrifice on the | 
Croſle, he ſweetly delive- | 
reth theſe words before his | 
| departure, Let ngt your hearts 
|be troubled; Let us hearc 
them therefore, as the dy- 
ing words of our Saviour, 
to his Diſciples, and in his | 


| 17. of Saint Tohn, I pray not | 
| for them onely, but for all ſuch 


This Chapter is{wectly 
mixt of comforts, counſcls, | 
| and gracious promiſes, but 

eſpecially it aftords matter | | 
of comfort: marke who it ts 
thar gives this comfort, our | 


Mi 
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| bleſ- 
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ſed | Saviour; And at what 
time, when he was to ſ{acri- 
ficehimſclis. | 


| Whatadmirable loveand 


care, and pitic is in this mer- 


forget himſelfe, and his 
owne approaching death* Ir 
iT the nature of love ſo to 
doe, and we ſhould imitate 
our bleſled Saviour in it: 


to ſtrengthen. them, eſpeci- 
{ally rowards his: end, hee 
knew they would then need 
it moſt, and therefore hee 
endeavourcth by all meanes 
ro ſtrengthen them both by 
coiiſcl,as here by the Pafſc- 
 ovet,' and by a newly in- 
ſtituted Sacrament. 


cifull high Prieſt of ours, | 
| that ſhould ſo think of com- 
forting his Diſciples, as to | 


you ſce how hee laboureth | 


But what need wee Woh | : 


: der ( 
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der at this in onr bleſſed Sa-| 
| viour who ſo regarded us| 
as he Icft heaven, tooke our 
nature, became man: put | 
himſelfe under the Law;be-| 
came finne. | 
The words containea dit- 
ſwaſion from over-much 
trouble, and thena directi- 
{ on to beleeve in God, and 
| Chriſt: comforts mult bee 
founded on ſtrong reaſons; 
For we are reaſonable and 
underſtanding. creatures ,| 
and God workes '0h usan- 
{werably to our principles. 
He ſtayes our ſpirits by-rea- 
ſons ſtronger Yen the grie-! 
vance. For what is comfort, 
but that which: eſtabliſheth! 
and upholds (the foute: a-; 
gainft that evill which is 
_ | feared or felt, from a grea- 
| ter ſtrength of reaſon which | |} 
| OVET- / 


=wy 


hn 
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over-maſtereth the evill. If | 
the grievance bee briteven 
with the comfort, then the | 
- conſolation workes not: but | 
 Chriſts [comforts are of an | 
higher nature, then any | 
trouble can be, for hee nor [ 
onely diſſwades from trou- | 
*| ble, but alſo perſwades to 
confidence, Be of good com- | 
fort, I have overcome” the | 
world. | 
| Theoccaſionof this com-1 
forting them, and of :remo- 
ving theirdiſcouragements | 
{ | was this: - In the former 
| Chapter, he had told them, 
| | that hee ſhould leave them, 
' and that they ſhould leave 
him, the beſt ofthem all, e- |. 
| ven Peter ſhould take offence | 
at him, and deny him, and 
- thatallthe reſt ſhould leave 
him: From whence they | 
| might 
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| might gather, that. the ap- 


all ro forſake. him : And 
thence muſt needs ariſe 
great ſcandals. Our Saviour 


———— 


-| ſaw by the power of his 


God-head,into their hearts, 
and like enough,. in their 
lookes he ſawa ſpiritofdil- 
couragement ſeizing - on 
them, for his departure, and 
Peters fall, their forfaking 
of him,and the perſecutions 
that. would follow. And 
therefore.Chrift diſcerning 
, this dejeion of their {p1- 
| rits, he raiſeththem by this, 
| Let not your hearts betroubled. 


_-_ 


| The heavenly Phyſitian of 


our ſoules applycth thefithe 
' remedy when it is the fitteſt 
| ſeaſon, 


roaching trouble ſhould | 
bo oreat, That ſhould cauſe |- 
Peter-to deny him,and them | 


—— 


There| | 
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| . [truth of his manhood : nay 
| trouble is the ſeaſoning of | 
all heavenly comforts, fo | 
as there were no comforts,jif | 


| |ble was not diſallowed by ( - 
Chriſt. There was likewiſe | 
ſomething ſpiritually 900d, | _ 
in this trouble, they loved | 


VIM 


naturally, and ſom 


1 - frſs Sermon. | 


There was ſome goodin 
their trouble , ſomething | 
ſpiritually good. There was 
ground of naturall trouble 
at the departure of ſuch a | 
friend, at the hearing of | 
ſuch perſecutions : For we | 
are fleſh, not ſteele, and in| 
that ſence, Chriſt was trou- 
bled himſelfe to ſhew the 


there were no trouble : and | 
therefore this naturall trou- 


their Maſter, who they ſaw 
was going away; and they 


FIT 
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knew it was a hamefial | 
| > | thing 


— 
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| | _ for them  torlake 
| ' kim: there was oven them 
rowards himall this white, 
| Chrift-could difcerne gold 
| , in oare, ſome good in a 
q ' great deate ofull; and there- 
B . fore tovedithem apaine, and 
 maniteſteditby comforting | - 
them, -Ler wt your hearts bee | 
' sroabled : They were right 
Uh in this prieciple, that all 
| comfort depends on the 
| prefence of Chriſt. And ſo 
the maimeground of the ſor. 
| row was good. Por as al] 
| heavenly Hght, and hearte, 
AZ | and influence comes from 
| the Sunne, it being all ga- 
| theredino that body: ſoall 
| heaven! y coryfort is gathe- 
| redinto \Qhriſt, and there- 
| fore muſt: come to us from | - 


| 


| Chrifts preſence, bodily or 
| Purinally. Their - errour | 


| was 
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wasSin tying all comfort to 
a bodily, a corporall pre- 
ſence. Asif it wereneceſſa- 
ry for the Sunne to come 

owne and abide upon the 


earth, to beſtow its heat and | 


influence; and therefore he 
tels them, that though hee 
was to goe away, yet hee 


would ſend another com- 


forter, the holy Ghoſt. _ 
And then they were 0- 

vercome by an opinion, that 

it would goe worſe with 


| them when Chriſt was| 


gone : therefore Chriſt tel. 
leth them that it ſhould be 
better for them, and indeed 


it was better: Chriſt did not | 


take away his bleſſed pre- 


ſence fortheir diſadvantage, | 


but for their goed. G O D 
never-takes any thing from 
his children, but he maketh 


—_—_—__—_— —— 
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jt. up, in a-, better. kinde.” If 


| Chi takes. away his bodi- 


11; preſence, haileaverthhis 


þ { (rc preſeqce,and more - 


undantly, | 
Sothat - ney they, were 
Id with.ſenſible things'and 
what they ſaw nor;.:they 
could hardly bclecve, yet 
Chriſt lookes to.: what is. 


good is-them, and accepts . 
it: he ſaw-what was naught 


inthem, with a purpoſe to 
purge it, what was natural. 
ly weake inthem,to ſtreng- | 
then it, and therefore hee | 
| COUNen them, Let mot your 
hearts be troubled. 


——_—_ _— 


Thething that TI will firft 


/ 15, Thatthe beſt Chriſtians: 
| are ſubjettrobetroubled,to | 
| be penfive, and dej jeted 


oblerve.out of the words, | 


| more then ſhould be. 
I ndecd. 
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Indeed our Saviour Chrift h 
|himſclte was troubled, but | 
his trouble was like the ſha- q 


| [through the - whole Scrip- 


'Þ} 
\| $.. that] 


like a Crane or Swallow, he 
"did chatter. And David | 


king of .cleare» water in a | 
cryſtall glaſſe. There was| 
no mud intheebottome; but 
our trouble is of another 
kinde, and apt to be inordi- 
nate... , 

We may carry this truth 


— 


ture, and ſhew how Hannah 
was in bitterneſle of ſpirit, 
| which exceeded ſo, that £1; 
a good man miſtakes her, 
ſuppokng that ſhe was 0. 
vercome with drinke. 

| Hezekiab a good King, 
[was inſuch bitterneſle, that 


complained that his ſpirit 
was over-whelmed —_ 
him; and 7enah cryes offt, 


rn oe In. pm 
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*:that hee was inthe belly of 
hell. 
" And"God will have it ſa, 
partly tor conformity to 
| our headz and partly that 
we may be knowne.to -Our 
ſclves, that we may.diſcern 
where our weakenefle ly- 


®* 


our ſtrength lycth. 
\ He ſuffers .us likewiſe to 


and ſecurity,and the like. 


* | full; -Chriſt was man for 
this end, that he might be a 
; MErcifull high Prieſt, and 

we havemuch more need to 
know and feelc the infirmi- 


ties that are in our ſelves, 


tit we may be mercifull to 


— 


; eth; and ſo be better inſtru- 
' | Red to ſeek to himitn whom 


O-| 


| be troubled for the preyen- || 
ting of ſpirituall fins, pride, 


And partly inregard of o- |} 
thers, that we may be pitti- || 


CR 
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the troubles of others; from 
want of which conſiderati- 
on pfocceded Elies raſhneſle 
in paſſing that cenftre upon 
H annah P | 


| that our hearts are more 
| troubled then they ſhould 
be? For I lay this for a 


in being aver-much trowu- 


bled, at things for which it 
2 | isa finnenor to betroubled; 
3 If they had not beeneatall 


| affeted with the abſence of 


' Chriſt; it had been a finne, 


and no lefſe then ſtupidity: 
yet it was their ſinne to be 
over-much troubled. In a 


word therefore for anſwer. 


[I] atrouble is ſinfull, whenir 


 INGErs us in duty, or from 


fe II 


| others; that we may not be 
| harſh and cenſorious 
| NArin anc Upon 


—_— 


Burt how ſhall we hs 


ground: That we may finne | 


_B2za . duty: 


kd ad — ———  —— — 
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.duty : whenit hinders us in 
' duties to God, or to others, 

Or from duty, that is, 
'whenthe ſoule 1s diſturbed 
|  |\byit,and Iikean Inſtrument 
- , Out. of tune, made fit for no- 
| thing, or like a limb our of 
E joynrt, that moves, not one- 
| ly uncomelily, but painful- 


ly, and becomes unfit for a- 
ion : when we finde thisin 
our ;trouble, we may know | f| 
it isnot as it ſhould be. 
| There be ſome aftetions 
eſpecially that are-cauſes of | | 
oycr-much trouble, feare of | | 
cvils tocome, ſorrow for e- | 
- vils that at preſent ſcize on 
us. Now when theſe doc 
f hinder. us from duty, orjf | 
trouble us 1n duty, they bee || 
exorbitant and irregular. 
| . | NatuallyaffeQions ſhould || 
| - | be helpsto dnty, they being | 
Y i | Na the | | 
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the winde that carry the 
foule on, and the ſpirituall | 
wings of the foule : ſothat a 
man without affeions is 
like the dead-ſea,that moves | 
not atall.Butthenthey-mult 
be regulated, and ordered, | 
they muſt be raiſed up, and | 
laid downe,at the command | 
ofaſ] piricuall underſtanding; | 
when they: be raiſed up of 
7 | themſelves, by ſhallow and | 
| | falſe conceits,and opinions, | 


$ on be 70, ang enthey 
F|Þ | beraiſedup yaright judge. 
f, | | ment- of things, and laid 
- || | downe againe when they 
" ought to bee, then they are. 
c | right and orderly, 
ri | Now beſides the hurtthat | 
<e || is in ſach affections them-. 
ſelves, Sathan loves to fith * 
dif jn theſe troubled waters: 
g SB | The affeRtions 'are never | 
ef : B3. ſtir- | 
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not the Sungoe downe up- 


ſtirred and raiſed upirregu- 
larly, and exorbitantly, but 
Sathan joynes with them, | 
And thertore we have need 

to keepe out affeRions of 
gricfeand feare within their 
due bounds : Sathan is a cu- 

rious obſerver of any cx-. 
cefle in our paſſhons,'and in 
ju! correRion(to ſpeake the 


mildeſt of it) God lets looſe | 
Sathan to joyne with that | 
.exceſſe. And therefore the | 


— 


Apoſtle ſaith wiſcly, Let 


on your wrath, neither give 


way to any excelle of affe- 
ion, Sathan fiſhes intheſe 
waters,and joynes with that 
exceſle, He being a ſpirit of 


- | darkeneſle, lovesto dwell in 


the ſoule when it is in dark- 
neſſe. | 
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place to the Digel, becauſc| - 
|. a5 .ſoone as ever we give 
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neſle. And therefore when | 
it1s clouded by paſſion (as | 
all paſſions beyond their 
due meaſure, are as clouds 
| that darken the ſoule) Sa- 
_ , than that workes in darke- 
neſle, then ſeizes on the 
{oule preſently. 
| That was Savls caſe, hee 
-| | was envious at Devid,being 
of a proud and haughty ſpi- 
rit, that conld not endure 
competition : and Sathan 
tooke his time to worke on 
him. And therefore it is ſaid 
he was troubled with an e- 
vill ſpirit. 
But trouble of Spirit is too 
large an Argument, I will 
not now ſtand upon it,onely 
I will ſhew that we ſhould 
not yeeld to exceſle of trou- 
bleany way. And the rea-- 
{ons are: | 
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Firſt, we wrong our OwRE 
| ſelves whenwe give way to 
 griefe and. ſorrow thar is 
| immoderate and inordinate: 
| The ſoule is as it were put| | 
2 out of joyntby it; we make} Þ 
| | ations difficult unto us, the | | 
wheeles of the ſoule arc 
thereby taken off, joy and 
comfort are as it were oyle 
to the ſoule. And therfore 
| [Cbop8. | Nehemiah ſaith, The joy of 
_- the Lord is your ſtrength; | 
Þ when therefore we give way| 7 | 
to feare, and griefe,and ſuch} 4 | 
paſſions, , it weakeneth the| 
| ſoule in action. And then 
' ©  { againe theyareas It were a 
| | cloud betwixt Gods love,| ' 
| and us, and fo the ſoule is | 
| _ | hindered of much comfort} 
| | and enlargement: joy enlar- 
To geth the foule, but griefe 
U | ltreighteneth it; comfort 
raiſerh' 
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raiſcth up the ſoule, griefe 


| | and ſorrow weigh downe 


| the foule. A Chriſtian 
| ſhould beof a ſtraight, up- 
| right, and enlarged ſpirit. 

When therefore the firit 
| 1s ſtreightened, when ir is. 


| preſt:downe and dejeded, 


\ 


a Chriſtian is not 1n his ri2hr 


, inde, in his due and pro- 
/ per frame... | 


KL 


, Beſides, if we regard God 


himſelfe, we ſhould rake: 


| heed that the fouls, be not 
thus diſtempered, for by 0- 
'ver-much forrow and griefe 


what a great deale of diſho-- 


'nour doe we to God, it pro- 


 ceeding from a miſtake of | 
' his goodneſle and provi- 


dence? And withover-much 


feare and ſorrow, there 1s: 


— 
— 


| 
| 


? 
} 


| 
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i unſubcCued to God, and his: | 

| Spirit, There isa wronging | | 

as of his care in providence, 

ſo of his gratiouſneſle in his | 

| promiſes, There is a grie- | | 

| | ving of his good: Spirit, a | || 

| - | quettioning of his govern- |. !! 

| mcnt,as it he did not diſpoſe | 

| of things as he ſhould, when 
| we will have it one way,and | 

f | God will have it -another- { 

| | , way. There 1s likewiſe a | 
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great deale of pride in deje- | 
ions and diſcontent. The | | 
| _ | moſt diſcontented ſpirit in 
5 | the world is the Divell, and | 
' none prowder. It argues a 
| greatdeale of pride,and ſul- 
| lenneſſeto beafteedly ſad, 
and dejected,as ifſuch wor- | | 
thy and excellent perſons as : 
E | wee ſhould be ſo afflicted : | 
| or there were greater cauſe | 
| for us to be cc#cted ie 
 ratſed 
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| raiſed up. Whereas if we' 


ballance our grounds of : 
comfort (being Chriſtians) - 
as we ſhould do,they would 
appeare. incomparably a. 
bove thegrounds of our dife. 
couragements: fo it is a 
wrong - to : God, . and hiz 


truth, and his gratious ſweet 
governement to yeeld toa : 
dejeced (ullen diſpoſition. | 
Itis likewiſe a wrong to 0- 
thers: forit maketh us unfit” 


| pore ſo much upon ourdiſ: | 


them, when we ploddean] 


 contentments, and drink up 
our ſpirits, and cate up our- 
hearts,-it diſables the ſoule, 


lingneſſe ofthe ſoule. 
Beſides the ſcandail that 
it brings on Religion, and. 
the” 


for any. office of love to } 


taking away not onely the | 
ſtrength, but: alfo the wits | 
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'the- beſt waies, as-if there 
| were not enough4n Religi- | 
| onto-comtort the /oule. * 
Bur-you will ſay, Relig-- 
| on breeds a great deale of | | 
trouble, and peifiyencſle. 1-3 
is indeed the ſpeech of the- 
ſhallow-peopicoftl e world, 
Religion makes men ſad. 
And.it is true, that as-Our- 
SaVIOUT Chriſt here 'had) | 
made 1s Diſcipies ſad, by | | 
tclling th@that they would- | 
[leave ] 1M, and-that a great 
| [cane 4/1 would be taken at- 
| bis Croife, and ſhamefull 
ſuffering 3 but yet withall| | 
'bidces them-not-+be-trou- | | 
| ' bled, ard pives them | 
7 prornds of comfort : fo Re- | | 
| ligion will make menſad:| 
' For it diicovers truths, and} F. 
ſid truths, 1 but the- fame | 
\ Reljpion Wil cheare, them | 
bp | 
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up againe, yea, it caſts them,” 
| downe, that it-may railc. 
them up. The Sunne the 
morning raifeth clouds, bur. 
| . whenithath ſtrength it ſcat-. 
| tersthem. G O D:intending 
I | ſolid, and ſubſtantiall com-. 
| | fort, doth firſt beget trou- | 
bles;. and: diſcovers true. 
rounds of: trouble : he lets 
us ſce thatall is not well, but | 
ſtill as Religion brings any 
trouble, ſo it brings with it | 
I | great remedies againſt thele | 
| | troubles: and that G OD: 
- | that raiſeth a ſoule to fee 
$ | juſt matter of- griefe, will 
T | by its->ſpirit ſhew its due, 
| and-- right portion in 
1 | comfort. Thus to bee 
{orrowfull and ſad in for e 
meaſure is from Recligt- 
| on, but that which will-pre-. 
vent the. excefle and over-- 

| mea- . 
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meaſutc of it, is from Reli- | 
gion likewite. | 

So that it isaſcandall to] {| 
religion. to be over-much | | 
dejeed. | 

| Bcfides, though we ſhould |, 

| betroubled for ſinne, yet to | 
bee over-much ' troubled | ' 
 forſinne is a diſhonour to | 
_. Chriſt, and'to the love of |. 
God, in Chriſt": for it is asif. 

' we had not in him a ſuffici- | 
ent. remedy for that great| | 
malady. Asbe hariete for |, 
the troubles ofthe Church: 
as not to be troubled at the 

affliction of 7oſeph is bran- 
| ded for a finne: Soto be too |} 
| much caſt downe, as if| | 
| Chriſt had caſt offthe go-| - | | 


— — 
— 


| verrunent from- his- thoul- 
ders, or had notthe name. 
| ofthe Church on his breaſt | | 
| in heaven(as the high Prieft| - 
{ 


ha 


— 


Ae 
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| had the names of the twelve : 
Tribes).in his-breaſt-plate,. 
to be fo caſt downeasto be 
taken'oft- from prayer, and | 
| [from the uſe of all good 
þ meansto helpethe Church, 
this is finfull, So alſo when 
griefe for ſin makes us for- 
get the mercics-of God in 
| | Chriſt,to forget the healing: 
a; yertue of him our brazen 

| Serpent,tonegle&to ſearch | 

our grounds: of comforts,. 

than, to 


and to yeeld to 
| | temptation. - Eve 
| | much ſadneſle, 

bee for finne, or for the 


| | ſcandalous, b 
| || Joſuah way/ much caft 
downe whewhe ſaw it went ' 
' | not well with 1ſraet.- but get: 
\nks up Teſu4h, ſaith God,. 
I 
| 


what doſt thou lying here? | 
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up and doethy duty; confi-| 
der what is amiſſe, There 1s 
ani Achan inthe Campe: and 


ſo whenthings go not well, 
ler not your thoughts bee 
| converſant about the mat. 
E ters of trouble, fo muchas 
[  Jaboutyourduty. So we ſee 
| | FP is incidem to Gods pco-. 
ple to be over-much trou- 
- | bled,andweſcealfotherea- 

ſons why-.it ſhould not be 
-| ſo, becaufe it is injurious to 
| God, to our ſclves, and 0- 
| thers every way. 
- And after all this there is 
| mucir reaſon .in .this, tnat 
' Chriſt hath forbidden it, let 
TR not your hearts be troubled. 
| [ Object.. | But Chriſt could as well 

| have cured it being God, as 
F-; eallly as forbidden it. 
| 1 Auſw, | Tt is trae,buthe cures it by 
| forbidding it: with the 


| | -. - yrords. | 
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words, there went fortha, 
ſpirit'of comfort into their | 
hearts, an influence of grace | | 
accompanied his comands, 
for the Word and Spirit ; 
oe together: Chriſt deales | 
|with men by men: The Spi- | [3 
ritof comforr is a ſpirit of ! 
_ truth, and' therefore God | 
"| | [comforts by truths. Hee | 
ives us -ſanctified under- | 
| andings andaffeQions,and-| | 
| | [then workes on them- by | 
ſanQified truths. = +]. | 
| And ſometimes Chriſt 
cures it by reail' comforts; 
for comforts are either rati- | = 
onall, which are fetched 
from grounds, which faith | - | 
miniſters, orreall from the | * - ! 
preſence of any thing which | | 
comforts; as the fight of | 
friends, or the accommoda-. | 
ting of us in any thing 
bes where- 
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i! |  _, wherein we ſecthe love off. 
7 - God conveighed: how ma- | 
__ | ny reall comforts doth God| | 
' beſtow, when he fitteth us 
with conveniences in our 
| way to Heaven, ſothat wee 
may reade the loye of God 
| in them? God doth not one- 
ly comfort us by his graci- 
ous promiſe, by his Word, 
and Sacraments, admini- 
ſtring heavenly comforts 
by. them, but alſo by the 
conveighing of himlſcltc, 
|| and his love by outward] 
| comforts that we enjoy in 
| the world : howſoever car-| 
| nall men abute them, ma-| 
king all things to worke for! 
the worſt: yet that love that 
intends Heaven, {weetens 
all things in the paſſage to 
__ | Heaventohis children, be- 
| cauſe they ice the love of | 
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| heart. Asthe griefefiaks and 


| knowes and ſearches our | 
ſpirits, 
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. Againc, obſerve from this 
here, let not your hearts be 
troubled, what is the ſeat of 


of comfort is the ſeat of 
griefe: There muſt beanap- 
apap of comfort ſutea- 
le to the griefe, and the 
heart muſt be comforted. 


{ I, 2. Comfort yc, comfort 
ye my people, ſpeake tothe 


ſoakes to: the root of the 
heart : ſo doe Chriſts. com- 


| forts, like true cordials in- | 


deed,that goe as gecp as the 
grievance. It the griefe goes 
to the heart, the comfort 

1ſt go as deep. Now God 
the Father of ſpirits,and the 
Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, 


Godinthelcaſt comfort. | 


comfort, the heart, the ſeat | 


And therefore in 1ſ4.40. | 


Py IA 


33 | The firſt Sermon.” | 
ſpirits, they know all the | 
corners of the heart, they 
can baniſh feare and forrow, 
out of every cranny, and | 
bring light, heat, and influ- | 
ence into every part of the 
| ſoule. And therefore Chriſt 
faith, Let not your hearts be, 
troubled. Gt 
Now for the wayeswher- 
by we muſt labour to: com- 
fort. our hearts (amongſt 
wany that I might 'ſpeake 
of) I will namea few. 


| 4due ſearch into the heart, | 
_ | of the grounds of our trou- | 
ble; for oftentimes Chriſti- 
ans are troubled, they can- 
not tel--yherefore : As chil- | 
| dren- that will complaine | 
| they. know not. why. 1 
ipeake. 'not of hypocrites ; 
| that will complaine of that 
- | which | 
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which is not a true griefe | 
to them ; like ſome Birds ! 
that make greateſt noyſe, 
when they.be furtheſt from | 
their neſts : But of ſome 
poore Chriſtians that are 


troubled, but diſtintly 


know not the ground of it, 

But ſearch the heart. ingenu- | 
ouſly, and truely.to the bot- | 
tome of it, and ſee if there | 
be not ſome Achan in the | 
Campe, ſome finne in the | 
heart ( for {ſinne is like| 


winde when it gets into | 
I 
anda troubleſome one : and : 


ſo will ſinne, if it get-into | 
the ſoule) it is that indeed | 
which cauſeth all trouble. ' 
And therefore ſearch your | 
hearts throughly, what 
ſinne lycth there unrepen.- ; 
ted of,, and for which you | 
have 
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have not beeric humbled. 

1 | And when you have 
| | found our your finne, give 
it vent by confeſſton of it ro 
: God, and in ſome caſes to 
others. | 
L | And when we have done| 
1 ſo, conſider what promiſes, 
[ __ | andcomforts, in that word 
1 | of God are fitted to that 
| | condition; for we can be in 
| no condition, but there arc 
| comforts forit, and promi- | 
{ſes fitted to yeeld comforts 
for every malady. And ir 
| will be the wiſedome of a 
: Chriſtian to accomodate 
| | the remedy to the ſore of 
his heart. And th: refore we 
it .| - ought ro be skiltulland well 

| ſcene, i inthe word of God, 
that we may ſtore up com- 
| forts before-had. Our Savi- | 
| our Chriſt tels them before- | 
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_hand| 


|theday of proſperity. Ic1s} 


(forthe moſt parr) hold our 
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hand of the ſcandall of the 
Croſle, and of Peters deny- | 


all, that they might lay ay | 


ſtrengch and ſpiritual ar- 
mour againſt rhe day of try- 
all, Thoſe comforts uo ant 


in the day of adverſity, 
which were not procured 1n 


not wiſedome to beto learn 
Religioa when we ſhould 
uſe it : and therefore let us 
be ſpirituall good husbands 
for our ſoules, by ſtoring up 
comforts out of the Word 
of God, and then we ſhall 
have no more to doe, then 
to remember the comforts 
that we did before-hand 
know. 

And there be ſome pro- 
miſes of more generall uſe, 
that are Catholjce, fitted for 
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| all forts of grievances : and -| 
{ of theſe we muſt make uſe, 
{when we cannot thinke of | | | 
| particularones. As thepro- | | |. 
miſes that concerne forgive- | L 
. [{ neſſeof ſinne. Thinke of; || |: 
| | Gods mercy in pardoning | 
| ſinne with admiration; be- 
canſe ſinne will be preſented 
us in ſuch terrible colours, | | 
that if God be notpreſented | | 
| | inas gracious colours, wee | | 
hall nke: and therefore ſet! | 
out Chriſt ,in his mercies, | | 
q_. and all-ſuſficiency, when 
finne is aggravated tobe in || |/ 
--  . hainouſnelle, and out of ||| '* 
| - || meaſure (infulneſle :.as the 't 


Prophet Micah doth, who is f 

a God like our God, that Jt 
| \ pneonar iniquity, - tranſ- 6 
| grefhon and fin, &c? Like- J|jt 
\ wiſe how many promiſcs Ja 
| | and comforts are there in Þ|p 
that 
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| |they be hoſtile, and oppo-! 
| fitwone toanorher, vette 


'al for the'pood of Gods 
Lewd As "ih a clocke| 
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that-vfit promiſe, Luke r I. 


He will:eive hu ſpirit t0them | 


thas' axkehims. And Here our 
Saviour: promiſeth to ſend 
the Comforter > all graces 
\and. all. tomforts arc-inclu- 
[ded in the Spirit of grace, 
and comfort; his Spiritis a 


Spiriyofall grace: andther- 
fore four 0Saviviir thought 
har tice/protiiiſed enough 
| when he {aid'he' would ſend 
 theatthe Comforter:and fo 
| whaya'world of cornfortis: 
in:thit promiſe! AU things, 

halt worke together for the beſt 
to them that love God? yea 
[thoſe things that are worſt 
ſhall workto qr. 


joyte ifuein this, they bee 
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' the wheeles goe ſeverall 
| — | wayes,butalljoyne to make | 
|, * | theclockeſtrike: And foin | 
| the carriageand ordering of || | 
things, one paſſage croſſes || 
E2 another, but inthe iſſue, we || | 
ſhall beablero ſay,all _ 

| ' | worke together for the beſt, | 

i f  |I found God turni all 0 | 
= -71 things for my good, And1f/ 


| 


| 
| 


could not have beene with- &: 
out ſuch a croſle, ſuch an af- 
fiction. And ſo for preſent 
 [afhftanceinyourcallings or 
| trairs, remember that pro- 
wiſe made to 7oſueb, which 
. - — repeated inthe 13. ofthe 
| - Hebrews, T will not faile 
| thee, nor. forſake thee: :a 
| | promiſe which is five times 
{renewed in, Scriptures and 

[how much |comforr is in 
{ [thats thathewiflyouchſafe 
| | _ |by his ſpigjragraciquspre- 
; Et 2 ſence 
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ule & my ftrength,the Lordisthe K 
:'2Y light ofmy countenance, of 
ncSY whom ſhall I be afraid? | 
nd B Though thouſands ſhall riſe 

ny :2gainſt me, yetin this I will 
afeſſ be confident. If our hearts | 
TE-flbe eſtabliſhed by the word 
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| | ſence inall conditions what. , 


| | ſoever!And Jikewile that of | 


||, David, Plalme 23. Thongh 
| ' Iwalkein the valley ofthe 
| ſhadowot death, yet will I, 
$ | feare noill,forthouart with | 
_ | mc.It was a terrible ſuppo- | 

ficonniade, that though he 
$| ſhould: walke in the valley 
| of the: ſhadow of death, yet 
{ hee would feare no cvill. 

| Theſe promiſes well dige- 

| ſted: illarmetheſoulewith! 


| confidence, thar it ſhall bee | | 


| able to put any caſc of trou. 
ble:As inthe 27.Pſalme,Da- 
vid puts caſes, The Lordis 
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| 
of God, {ettled in therruth | 
| 


| of ſuch promiſes, by the ſpi- 
'rit of God, we'may 1et God, ||| 
and his 'trath, ' againſt .all |} 
troubles that can ariſe from | 
| Sathan, and hell, andthein- || 
ſtruments-of Sathan, or our || / 
owne hearts, Andtherefore || | 


=. it isa great wrong to-God, | 
| and his truth,if we know not | 
our portion of comfort, | | © 
| and uſe it,as occafton ſerves. Þ | ti 
More particulars I onirtitea-,f | t! 
ving themto yourownein- || n 


a | 


duſtry, the Sctipctare being | | n 
| full ofthem, - -'' TH | 
EF 1 Whtnwe have theſe pro- [|| ki 

miſes, ! let us labour to.un- || | b 


Y derſtand th*m throughly,coff | {þ 
= underſtand the grounds off | ce 
| -ourcomfort-inthem,'and to 


on En, 


VIM 


then to-love:them, and di- 


| ant} ſo make; them our own, 
and *then. ta walke in- the 
frength ,and comfort: of 
ther. 107 

Labour! Biantilana have 


rhefieſ mmemooy :4it1s 


| agreat:defe& dF Chtiltians, 
they forgeb their confolati- 
On, as it1s:in'-the Hebrewes .: 

| though. wee-know” many 
things, yet we:havethe be--| 


NOMOIE than we remember. 
'Butabove all, if wee will 
bows pour hearts: ffom trou- 
 ble,ler us labour to keepun- 
C potted. conſciences. Inno- 
cency and - diligence: are 
marvellous- prefervers of 
comfort. And therefore if 
the conſcience be ſpotted, 
and uncleane, waſh: it: in- 
| #1277 QA the 


geſt then im opraſſeRians, | 


nefit of our comfort fr0em: 


| Heb.1z.5. 


VIM 


hc... —_ _ ——— —— — —_—  — —C 


\ 42 | ThefrftSermo. 


the bloudof Chriſt,whichis 
| firſt purging, and then puri-} | 
tying.'Ic-firſt purgeth the] ||. 
ap ſoule being {cr aworke to | 
ſearch our ſinnes, and con- | 
{ teſſe them, which maketh us | 
ſee ourneed of Chriſt, who | || 
dycd to ſatisfic divine ju- 
 ſtice, Then God ſpriakles: 
| [ our heart with this bloud, 
| which was ſhed for all peni. 
{ tent ſinners:by which when 
the hearrispurged,the con- 
{ſcience will be ſoone ſatisfi- 
| | ed alfo, by Chriſts bloud. 
B And when itis purged, and 
FT pacified, then keep it clean, 
| | fora foule ſoule is alwayes 
| | atroubled ſoulezand though 
| | it may be quiet, yet it is {ure | 
| to breake out afterwards. a 

E | And becauſethere can be | 
| no more comfort then there 
. | 1scare of duty: therefore to- 
EF | : | gethers 


x 
% 
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gether with innocency, let 
| usbe carefull of all durics, 
| inall our ſeverall relations : | 


| Jet us conſider in What rela- | 


| tions wWeftand,and what du- 
' ties: we OWe,, and becarefull 


| to ſatisfiethemall, NegleR 


| of duty is a debt, and debts 
are troubleſome; When the 


| ſoule reflets upon the 0. 


miſhon of a neceflary duty, 
IT owe ſucha duty to ſuch a 
perſon, I ſhould have done 
ſucha thing, in ſucha relati- 
Oh, but I have omitted it, it 


is, 2 diſquietment, and that 


and a ſetting upon the duty 
with freſh endeavours ' to 
make amends for former 


| negligences, or elſe the 


C4 foule| 


2 —C CI we  — 


upon good grounds; and if 
you have beene pegligent, ; 
there mult be an actuall re- : 
newing ' of the Covenant, 


- 
Mk gee te So 
4. 


E 
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fouleſhallhave no-comfort;] | 
nor will God ſuffenirroads| | 
mit of comfort; And/there- | | 
| fore worke out your | rg 
| | with feare. and trembling. | 
E-- | The reaſon that- men” doe] [| 
ſtill tremble; and are frou-|}: 
|  bled'- with. this-donbr, and! | 
. that feare, is5becauſc their 
falvatis is not wrought out, 
: ſomething is tefrundone, '& 
| their conlciencestell th&ſo, 
1 | Butabove all, that wee! 
| * - may receive comfort, letus 
| labour for'a fpirit of faith; 
Therefore herc it is ſaid, Tow 
| beleeve in God, beleeve alſd in 
| me. Chriſt brings them to 
8 tarh for comfort. And hee 
{ers downe a double objeR 
of taith,God, that is, the Fa- 
ther, .Sonne, and holy 
Ghoſt : and Chyif, conſide- 
| red as Mediator, and Chriſt 
___ brings\ 


— — 


| | beleeve in ine, For Lake. 


S— —- —— >” ED ee on een ne — 
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| brings them to himfelfe, | # 
| (Beleeve alſo. in me) becaute | 
| he would tence them againſt 
the future. ſcandall of his 
ſuffering. As-if hee ſhould 


' ſay; You: will hereafter | 


l when you ſee mee ſo hat 


| aled, and upon the Crofle, | 
doubt, and call in queſtion, | 
whether Iam God, and the | 
 Mcfſiah of the world, or no, | 
| Bur if you belecve in God, ; 
| 
ver in loveto you, and man- | 
| kinde, I rooke mans nature 
' on me, and am abaicd; yet.| 
In my greateſt abaſement, 
remember this, that Iam | 
God. And ſurely there is. | 
nothing can ſtay the ſoule | 
more, efpecially when tis: 
 deepely humbled; then to | 
conlider God - i i2-ſecond 


peojen incarnate, and abaſed, Lia 


*«; ag | and. 


YM 


b- 
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yy "and crucified, and maac a | 


| 


| curſe, and fine for us, to 
ſcethe great God of heaven 
| and earth, whole excellen- 
| Cies Wee Cannot . COmpre- 
 hend, rotake our nature,and | 
F in our nature to ſuffer for us 


| endne, This will eftabhfl: - 
the ſoule indeed, Can the | 
| foul thinke that this was 


| the purpoic ? Or can there ; 


' thould hinder comfort, or | 
 per{waſion of the poſſtbility | 
' of pardon, when the great 
| God beeame man, on pur- | 
| poſetodye for ſinne 2 Wee 
may ſer this againſt all dif 
ouragements "whatſoever 


God, beleeve allo in mee; 
: Howfoever you fee mee, 
baſed, | 
F ___aba ed, | 


ms i . - - _— 


: done for any {mallor to lit- | 


| thoſe riiings which he did | | 


} ve any gricfe, or finne, that | 


'n 
; 
IC 
|. nd therefore, belceve in 


X UM 
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abaſed, yer you may have 
| comfort in my abaſement, 


+ 


| fore faith Paul, I rejoyceto | 
know nothing ,but Ieſus Chriſt, 
and bim crucified, That | 


| which proud, and Atheiſti- | 


call Heathens took ſcandall | 
at, that he rejoyceth in, God | 
' forbid that I ſhonld glory in a- 
ny thing, but Mithe Croſſe of 


| Chrift, Peace of conſcience, | 


| joy in the holy Ghoſt, re- | 


conciliation, and tile to. | 
happineſſe is all founded. | 
upon Chriſt crucified, | 
| Aadthen againe you ce | 


beleewe in God, beleeve alſs is 
we) t0 thew the diſtinction 


God the Father, Sonne, and | 
holy Ghoſt; all our faiths | 
| refolved at lengths into one | 


———_ 


for it is for you. And there- | 


he joynes both together (Fe 


of perſons in the Trinity, | 


—  —SC 


God. 
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| 

God, but yet withall into | 
| theee perſons 1 in that Divine 

'nature, becauſe as: there - 

| 

| 


CT ——_— 


| God the Father offended;{o 

' there muſt bea: God to fa- 
'tisfie that God, and there | 
muſt be a God ro reveale, | 
and apply that fatisfaQion, | 
| The fouleis fo full of Coubt.. 
ings, that nothing can ſet 1t-, 
| cow! ne, but that which1s a+. 
 bove the ſoule, and above 
* (the devill.- And: therefore | 
- (for our” ſaJvation, and to+ 
| B1VE- Us comfort, there Sa: | 
neceſſity of three perſons in. 
the God-head; The” Father 
is offended, God in the ſe. 
'cond perſon muſt ſatisfle 
' offended juſtice; and Godin 
the third perſon muſt- re- | 
veale and apply that ſatisfa- 1 

| tion for comfort, And ther- 
fore he namesthem diſtint-. 


—— oe ; ly. J* 


— 
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| ly (Ze beleewe in n: God, orc.) .) 

| And becauſe we cannot be- 

| leevein GodtheFather,bur | 
| by.belcovingity@brift;ther-|\ 
fore hee joynes them toge- | 
 ther(yebelecyein God, ye | 
| beleevealloinme,) Nomar | 
' tomes t0 the Father, bat by the. 
 Soune. GOD the - 

. dwels in the light that: no | 
' mortall eye can approch un= | 
, ta, only 'he hath manifeſted 
| himſelfe. in his Sonne, who. 

' Isthe ingraven Image of his 
| perlon; God ſhines. 1n the 
' face of Chriſt; and as hee 
' comes downe, and .makes 
 himſclte knowne -to Us in | 

' his Sonne, ſo wee muſt goe | 

' upto him in- his Sonne, as ; 
he faithafterwards: / 47> the: 
' way, the truth, and the. life, | 
' There 15 no going to the Fa- | 


| ther but by. me: nothing is 
mote. 


XUM 
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_ our clder Brother with us, | 


41n comfort, 


| by becomes agrace of uni- 


| together. Now Chriſt be- 


more terrible then to con- | 
 ceiveof God,out of Chriſt, | 


forſohe is a ednſuming fire -|- 
therefore thinke of God as | 


' ours in Chriſt, carry Chriſt | 


anddcſire God to look up- f 

on us in his Sonne. } 
Now how doth faith in. 

xray caſe the ſoule in trou-. 
ce? | 


Many wayes : I wilt name | - 
- a few. Faith in Chriſt bani- 


ſheth troubkes, and _—_ 


Becauſe it is anemptying 
grace; it emptieth us of our 
ſelves, 
cleave to an0ther, and ther- 


on. Tr is ſuch a grace as 
brings the ſonle, and Chriſt 


ing the fountaine of com- | 
_ fort, 


and ſo "makes us! 


VIIM 


| 


© The fot Sermon, | Tr 
fort, God havingtreaſured 
| all comfort iti him, for the | 
fulnefle of the God-head | 


dnl in Chriſt, and faich 
| 


cauſeth Chriſt to dwell in 
us, brings the ſoule and 

| Chriſt rogether,and ſo mult | 

[ needs make. way for com- 

| | fort, for it:makes us one 

| | with the fountaine of com- 

| fort. And by its repeated 

| -{ | ats derives freſhcomfort. 

| Againe, faith eſtabliſheth | 

| ' the heart. Now to eſtabliſh | 

| the ſoule, there muſt be a|_ 

- ſolid Baſis, as in building 
' there muſt bea foundarion, | 
| | and a planting upon that: 
{| | foundation. Now here is a 

| . foundation, God & Chriſt, ' 
: andthere muſt beagrace to 
, found, and bottome the : 
| foule thereupon, and thart ; 

1 w faith, and ſo the ſfoule is 
EEE 


_—— : 2 
*» 
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eſtabliſhed. :.The  chaine 
LH. and connexion of cauſes: 
| herein is this.. God tha-Fa- } 
F ther in. Chrift,, and by the. 
. | holy Ghoſt icanveyes Com. 
forts, througlithe word Jad: | 
hold upon by: faith. Itis not 
the word alone, for that. is 
bur as:the-veines and arte- | 
| ries, - that:: conveigh , the 
| bloud, and f{pirits.. "So.the. 
/ Spirit beingconveighed by 
[the promilcs, helpeth the 
| - - | foultolayutelt po Chriſt 
by faith, whichisa oraceof 
_ , Union, by which union with | 
| him the ſoule is eſtabliſhed. 

| Andthen againe faith party 

' reth up; ſuch graces, as doe 
; | comflxe the ſoule, as hope.) 
{inallgood things promiſed../ 
And therefore inthe next | 


Verſe he: addes to comfort 
them, 7n my Fathers houſe axe 
many | 


4a 


'YNIIM 


— 


Sx; 
many manſions;).and; fajh is- 
 thejoyes thereof; and/hope! 


| 
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tho' grate that aapprehends: 


expects thatwhich faith be. 
leoves, and'that hope be- 
comes an anchor-\to- the\ 
ſoule, that ſtayettithe-ſoule} 


inall the waves & troubles{\ 


of the world; and what is: 


|thegronnd of tharhopebur' b 


faith?Faith ſtirrech uphops;" 


and hope pitchethi 6n- the 


promiſe, -eſpecially- of life 


everlaſting: And'chusfaith þ 
ha etes -quiztirig/& a JL'} 


race, beczulet Et raſctl 


he Dule by repreſenting” 
ka makifig ſts toit,bettct- 


5s then the world can cart}, 
give or take, as itddthalſo} 


atother times preſent hea-' 
vier things then the world 
can threaten: faich makes 
things preſene tothe ſoule, 


and | 


— 
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| 


| 


and becauſeit layes hold on 
 divinc things; greater then 
any thing here below,there-| 
fore it oyercomes- the} 
world, and all things inthe} 
world, yea hell it ſclfe,be-| 


— 


LI 


| cauſe it ayes hold on Neaef: 


ven and -happineſle, upon] 
the power of God, and the| 
mercy of God in Chriſt,and 
upon thole rich promiſes : 
What isin the world, orin| 
the ranke of good thi 
on fanh Bod. 1 it by Fe. 
heaven againlt it:-and, 
=. evill is there bur faithj] 
over-comes the feare of.it| 


ow _ 


_—— 


by ſetting hell againſtit.s I}. 
ſhall have. ſuch;agogd, if. I | 
yceld to. ſuch a ſt: L but}. 


S. -> 


what isthatto beaven, "Faich 
Faith 2 For faith being the] 


Hypoſtaſis the ſubſtance of 
tiuogstg come, makes them | 


ſub- 


i RN, a I to | 


1 ———— 
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. | ſubſtantial, and evident ro 


theſoule; as ifthey wereal- 


ready ſubſiſtent, being loo* 
keduponitithe'cerrainty of 
the word; and ſo it aftets 
the ſoule deepely, and: up- 
 holdsirt ſtrongly, evenas if 
| the thingsthemſe 
' preſent, and ſo i: baniſheth 
and diſpels all diſcomforts, 


the 11. Chapter to the He- | 
| brewes is a Comment upon 
| this truth in the example of 


Moſes, and:- many others. 
Whar greater ' objeRt ' of | 


feare might-be preſented | 
aman, the 


an, theti'the angry face 
and countenance of a'terri-: 
ble Tyrant ?-Yet when by 
the cye of faith, he ſaw him 


that was inviſible, and then | 


looked upon Pharaoh, what 
| was Pharach.to God? When 


YIlM 


lves were | 


Micaiah had ſeene GOD | 
| |  fie-\ 


— — 


I "AAS 


© The firſt Sermon, | 


56 | 
*- ]fattingon his Throne, what 


| therefore ,ſet the grace-of 
| Faith on. worke; keepeit.on 


| ' world, and toraiſeir above 
| lube. troubles that.can be 


was Ahab to him? And 
whenthe ſoule hath caired 
into the vaile, and ſees the | 
glorious things of heaven; 
and happi nefle, wharare all 
things below? Faith ſers the 
Sou Ic ona-Racke.above the 


reach: of 'waves, Þ the 
love of Godin Chriſt, And 


wings preſerve:lton ex- 
erciſe, and; faith: exerciſed 
will be able to- comfortthe | 
| moſt, dejected,;ſoule:ir the: 


iagined, ox befall us. | | 
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Ioh.ch.14. ver.I. 
Let not your hearts be trou- 
bled: _— inGod, beleve | 
alſo in me, 
\ COT _ He words of \ 
a dying men | 


| 


ſerious; "X gre are | 
| moſt to! he. regarded, , The | 
childtenof God the ncerer | 
they are to heaven;the more | 
 {uteable' they are £0 __ 
wy 
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| | heavenly ; condition. So was 
| | our Saviour - Chriſt, and 
 thexefore he labours to fur- | 
|nifh his Diſciples ( and in 
| ' them us) with good coun-} 
| ſell ro eſtaÞliſh their hearts 
againſt the., troublcs and} 
{candals to come. IF you: 
| conſider the time when hee | 

' ſpake theſe words, it was, 
when he himſclte was to be 
' troubled 'more then ever 
was any creature: yet hee |. 
| forgets himſclfe, and his 
future troubles, and thinkes 
how to raiſe npand comfort 
| them. He forcſaw that Pe-| | | 
| ' [| zer would deny him, that | 


. I OF © OT ER FT ns 


the reſt would leave him, 
| | he foreſaw that they would 
YH ' be dcjected,. when hee was 
JF | gone: yerlet not your hearts | | | 
| | betroubled,” h 
| | © On what a bleſſed and F 
| . eee | 5} 
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{ſweet Saviour have we, that 


thinkes more ofus, then of | 


himſclfe, that he forgets his 
owne troubles, and fuffe- 
rings, and extremities, and 
thinkes of the lupporting 
and upholding of his Diſct- 
ples. | 
This came from the fame 
love that drew him from 


heaven to earth, which mo- | 


ved him to take Our nature, 
andiin that natureto dye for 
us : and what may wee not 
expect from that ſweetand 
large love? out of the ſame 
bowels of pitty and com- 


' paſſion, was it (that th 
[ſhould 'not bee over-muc 


dejeed) that he ſaith, Ler 
not your hearts be troubled, 
Hee knew his Diſciples 
were inthe ſtate of prace 27 
ready -: yethe foreſaw they 
a _ were 


| 


| 


w—_ 


i cm 
ts. ded 
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| were luch a5, would Gone. 


.Nay, that2, Peter would: .de-. 
| [ay im. Yeiths forefighrof 
' Peters: . and Jvlet\y unkinde- 
| nefle, dig not gaktawaytiis 
 lovs, and pitzyzahd compat- | 


| {10 owardstheit Yet not- 


; withſtanding he gives them 


i ſiyges, cqualell 3::0ay After 
| they hag deak unkindely | 


| with-him, and ;denyed and 
| forfooks him ;indeed; hee 
tookono.advaniage of their 
þ weakenefle,, He knew they | 
had a. ſocret!;laye. to him, | 


of affetion, and hee was ſo 
farce trom takjiagadyanta 

 fOrit, that ppetently after 4 
\ faith, Tell wy brethren that I 
{ aſcend t0.my God, and their 


God, yea and tell Peter ſo tos, 


that hathdealtmoſtninkind- 


ly ofalwith mee.. Whar'a 
gracious 


- 
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| | gracious andmercitullS Savi- 
Our have.we,- char forc-ſees 
| what ill we will does and 
| when we have done it, takes 
no-adyantage againſt us, but 
is caretull ro keepe us from 


roo much dejedtion, though 


| he knew he would deale fo 
 unkihdely by hum : and in- 
' deed he dil of purpoletake 
' our nature, that he might be- 
a mercitull high Price 


| Chriſtians muſt diſtinguiſh | 


| betwixt- dejectzon and griefe: 
 [thad been a linne for tiicm 


|. not to have grieved, as well 
' aSit wasa finne forthem to. 


'be over-much - troubled. 


| None are more ſenſible} 


| hens Chellilomatatind 


I 222cit, hee feeles troubles 
I | whiles he overcomes them. | 


Chriſt ſpeakes to the 
\ heart, becauſe the heart 1s 
| D the | 


ET 
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IE the ſeat of trouble: Les ne not | 
our hearts betroubled. 

Chriſt could ſpeake to the | 
cares and heart at once, his | 
words were operative, and 
conveighed comfort with 
them. "Together with his 
words, hee let in his holy 
Spirir,that comforted them, 
Gods commands inthe mi. 
niſtery of his word, ſuppoſe 
not that we have any ability 
to execute them, but toge- 
5 | ther with his word there 
| comes forth a power, As 
when Chriſt ſaid, Lazarms | - 
ariſe : there went forth a] . 
power that cauſed Lazarms 
to ariſe, As in the Creation | | 4 
he ſaid, -Ler there be light; : 

1 
41 
k 
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forthe Word, and the Spk 
rit goe together, "i 
Having taken them offi] | | 

| from trouble, he ſhewes a| | 
WAY | A 
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1 | beleeve'in Chriſt : For God 


| and for the raifing of it up 
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=" 


| way how to raiſe them, 
which is' by faith, Ye be. | 
| leeve POOLS beleeve alſo 
[inmes: 7 

"The objet inbeleeving is 
God, and Chrift Mediator : 
'we muſt have both to found | 
our faith upon. We cannot 
belecve in God, except we 


muſt be ſatisfied by God, 
and by him that is GOD 


| plyed, the Spirit of God,by 
working faith in the Hearr, 


. when itis dejected; all is !u- 
pernaturall in faith. The; 
| things we belecve areabove- 
nature, the promiſes are a- 

| bove nature, the worker of 
"itthe holy Ghoſt, is above 
 hature :'and every _— 
faith is above nature : there | 

| D2 muſt : 
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muſt that ſatisfaRion be ap- | 
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'muſtbea God in whom we 
| belecve: and a God through | 
| whom : if God had not fa- 
tisfied God, the conſcience | 
would never have beene ſa- 
tisfied, there would ſtill 
have beene miſdoubrings. 
And yer if the holy Gholt | 
ſets not down the heart, and 
convinceth it throughly of 
the all-{uſficiency of that ſa- 
tisfaCtion, it would never 
 beleeve neither. And there- 
fore as ye belceve in God, 
beleevealſoin me, for Iam 
God too. 

We may know that Chriſt | 
is God. not onely by char 
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which Chriſt hath done:the 
| Miracles, which nonecould | 
doe but God, but alſo by 
what is done, 1n.. And 
| twathingsare & i to.him, 
| winch hw: that els God, J 
that 
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E || that is, Faith, and Prayer, \ 
| | we muſt beleeve onely in 
x | | God, 'and pray' onely to 
© | | God. But Chriſt is the ob- 
jet of both theſe, here he is 
ſet forth {as the obje&t of 
| | Faith, and of Prayer in that 
| of Saint Stephen, Lord Jeſus 
receive my ſþ:rit. And there- 
fore he is God, for that is 
done unto him which is pro- 
per & peculiar only to God. 
That which I ſhall now | ' 
touch upon is this : we muſt 
remember. what a ſtrong 
foundation, what bottome, 
and baſis our faith hath ; 
there is God the Father, 
Sonne, and holy Ghoſt,and 
Chriſt the Mediator, that 
our faith may be ſupported, 
| we have him to beleeve on, 
| who ſupports heaven and 
earch. AS in r, Hebr. and 
at il | D3 Colof.. | 
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; Colof. 1. hecreated all things 
| as wellas the Father: he 1s: 
honoured of all as well as 
the Father; he that ſupports 
the pillars of heaven and 
| earth, is able to ſupport the 
pillars of thy ſ{oule. 

But how doth faith in 
Chriſt eaſe the }ſoule of 
troubles? - J10 

In a word, as. it carrieth 
rhe ſoule out of it ſelfe unto 
| God in Chriſt, and unto 


Chriſt,uniting,-and making | 


us one with him, and ſo ſets 
the ſoule above all trou- 
ble whatſoever: for being 
one with Chriſt, we are al- 
ready with him in heaven, 
And againe, faith isa grace 
that preſents things to| 


——— 


a+ RY 


\ ſtabliſheth the ſoule. Tr is 


come, as preſent, and ſo e- | 


j the hypoſtaſis of things, 
| it 
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| 


$| | it pives ſubſiktance tothem 
s'\ | inthe promiſe, and: iedoth- 
s| | never leave to doe ittill the 
s | || things ſubfiſtindeed, It isa 
d | || grace thataccompaniecth the 
e| | ſouleto heaven, looking up- 
on things in. the: word of 
| him that is truth it ſelfe, and 
 ſo.giving a kinde of being to 
| them. throughout all the : 
way:to heaven;till they have | 
| || a being indeed. And then | 
faith is out of office, .yeeld- 
ing it up to ſig##,and the full 
enjoymentofall. | 
But did nor the Diſciples | auf. 
beleeve already ? 
Yes they did, but they | Avſs ”O 
had need to renew their 
| faith, as occafions were re- | 
newed.and aStroubles were | 
{tO increaſe. Bcleewe in mee . | 
Tis as he ſhould have ſaid, | 
Now there is occaſion for | 
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you to uſe your faith, I muſt 
be taken out of your ſight, 
| you muſt ſce me ſuffer, and 
you had need of an cxtraor- 
ſ:e me in ſuch abaſement, 
and yct to beleeve that I am 
God. 

_ Wemuſtgrow from faith 
to faith, that we way hive by. 
it continually, and we. muſt” 
increaſe with the increafe of 
God, that as our difficulties 


creaſe allo: as they prayed, 
| Lord encreaſe our faith, | 
I gave ſome direQtions how | 
| 
we might not be troubled. 


dinary meaſure of faith to| 


docncreale, our ſtrength to 
{ goc through them may-en-;| 


A 


And firſt, we mult labour: 
to have our part and portion 
1n Chriſt, elſe there is no- 
thing belongs tous but trou- 


ble. There are two ſorts of | © 
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men in the Church, ſome | Wa [is 


' portion. Sathan is wiſe e- 


and they take an order with 
their conſctences, that they 


| ſhall not trouble them till 


needs muſt, till the houre of 
| death, or ſome diſmall acci- 
dent: the only way for ſuch 
is to be troubled, that their 
| trouble may be a foundati- 


that uſurpe a peace and ex-. 
emption trom trouble, as it | 
joy and comfort were their | 


| nough not to trouble, them... 


- —— Pn 
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| on oftheir comfort, For to: | 


{ {och as live in their ſttanes 


j againſt conſcience appa- 
| rantly, ſo that every man 
may ſec it, and yet are 
not troubled , they have 
no- intereſt 1n comfort, 
nothing but woe and mt 
ſery belongs to: them, 
ons Chriſt came to 
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ſave ſinners, but itis broken- 
hearted ſinners, penitent ſ1n- 
| ners, that are weary, and 
| heavy ladenunder the bur- 
; then of ſ{inne. Andtherefore 
| though they ſpeake peace to 
| thernſelyes, yet we dare not 
| eake any comfort to them 

 from.Chriit: As Teh {aid to | 

: I9ya9, What haft thou to doe | 

| with peace, as long as the | 

| 

| 

| 


—— 


\ phoredomes of thy mother 1e- 


 zebel are ſomany? Doſt thou 


'talke of peace as long as 


\thou art a ſvearer, a pro- ;* 


; phanc liver, a malitious per- | 


; {on, againſt all that are true- | 


; ly good? what haſt thou to- 
goe with peace ? 

Now inthe viſible Church 
there is another ſort that S4- 
than laboureth to trouble; 

ſince he cannot keepe them | 
in the ſtate of mature, but 


' 

| 
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| they ' 
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they breake from him, - 
| ; Chriſt pulling them out of. 


| 


| Sathans| kingdome by the | 


C dition, that they ſhould en- 


power of his ordinances,and | 
holy Spirit, hee labours to 
{trouble them in their peace | 
all he can; becauſe they bee | 
in. the world, above the | 
world, he envies their con-- 


_—  W——  ——— — 


—_ ———— D 


joy that paradiſe which hee: 
left, the comforts thathee | 


their comforts. 
| "Theeftate of ſuch is mixt, 


have that in them,and with- 
out them, whith will al- 
wayes be a cauſegnd occaf!- 
on of trouble. Th:y have 
| | corruption in them notalto- 
{ gether ſubdued: and they: 
| have without them Sathan 
| . taking 


once had, and therefore hee 
labours to diſturbe them in. 


here. in this world : they | 
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| taking advantage againſt 
i | them : and the world OPPO- | 
| ſing them. Fheſe — 
i they have: fomething in| 
them that muſt be fubaaed, | 
yet fon:gthing allochatmult | 
Hh | ' be cheriſhea and ſ{trengthe-: 
þ - ; ned, And therefore theſe. J 
- | ae the perſons to whom | 
| | comfort properly belongs. | 
| In heaven wee ſhall have 
| no need of being comfor- | 
tec, tor there our peace ſhalb | | | 
; bero have no enemies at all: 
' Our peace here is to. have | | | 
| comtort inthe midſt of dif 
' comfort, and an-heart inlar- | | 
| ved n :roubles. FT: 
He ipeakes this tothem | 
perc who were beleevers. 
| aiready : Te belecve in GAP, | | 
| who he knew thould not 
} troubled, Let nst your hearts. | 
' berrenblad. $0 tNatto the. end 
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we may be ſubjects capable ' 1 
| of comfort,we muſt be ſuch-| | b 
as by faith are 6ne. with: 

V2 Chriſt, and fo:reconciled to | 

| | / Sod. All motion ends in; 
| | reſt, and all the: reſt of the | 
.| | |ſoule ends in: (God, the cen- 
-| || tre ofthe ſoule; And there... | 
- | | fore before tlie foul cantet-. | | 
 tle.ir ſelf, ir muſt be brought 
to God,through Chriſt,that| 
| | | | muſtbeldid asa ground; 
þ | | Now. thereisa threefold | 
| | | malady+that troubleth. us, 
, and there mult be a three- = 
| fold-peace, and ground:of  * | 
F comfortagainſt them; | | 
| | | © Firſt, itisatroubletothe | » 
| | |. foule (when onceitis awa- | 
kened) thar. G O:D, and.it 

ſhould be iftili-termes, whe | 
the ſoule lookes upon God 
as angry:, and diſpleaſed 
| with it. ts ( - | 
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' - ! -» Againe, the ſoulc is trou-- 
\. bled; whenit lookes upon it 
| {clte, and ſees nothing: bur 
turmoiles: - and  1cuitions 
there. | | 
| Thirdly, when it lookes 
upon-the. ':aflkires : of the 
world; and accidents here 
below,it'is full of confution 
forthe preſent; and it is full 
effteares for time to come, 
 that' s will :be: worſe | 
| and worte. Thus rhe ſoule 
| whileſt it isin the world, is 
troubled . abont its. peace | 
with.God;and with s/elte, 
|  andabout this evill world. 
Now before the ſoulecan 
. yeeld toany quiet, all theſe, 
| quarrels muſt beraken up. 
| | I A peace muſt be aids | 
betwixt God and us, by the | | | 
_ , great peace-maker, who is | | | 
| _|ſs called our peace, and| | | 
. when 1 
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--| || when webe juſtified and ac. ' 
t | [| quitted from our finnes by 
© [| the bloud of Chriſt fprink- | 
S'| ||led on our foules by faith, ; 
| | that bloudof Chriſt ſpeakes 
S | | \ peace tothe ſouleinthe par- 
e | | donof ſinne * being juſtified 
e| | byfaith, wee have peace with 
|| God, through Teſus Chrift our | 
| Lord. ; 

' Then ſecondly,there muſt 
| be: another peace ſetled in 
' ſomedeepree, and that is the 
| | | peace of government inthe | 
| | | ſoule; grace muſt be above|. 
,| | | corruption; They will be 
| | | together inthe ſoulewhileſt| 
| | | | weare here, but ſinne muſt 
4 | | nothavethedominion. This ' 
' is ſuch a peace, not, as will 
'-admit of no confi, but a 
; peace wherein grace may | 
get the better, and where 
| | | grace getstheberter, it will 
1 KCEPE 
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© keepecorruption under, and | 
GOD givcs his Spirit to 
whom he gives his Sonne : 
that as we be in good termes 
with G OD, ſo eurnatures | 
may be like his : That wee | 
may - love and dclight in 
what he loves and delights| 
in;and to may be as friends, 
enjoying acquaintance and 
communion together. 

I but thirdly, there 1s con- 
fuſton inthe world, and ma- 
ny accidems may fall our, 

> that may diſquict us for time | | | 
| tocome. -Now before the | | | 
[ | ſoulecan beat peace inthat | | | 


reſpeR, it muſt know, that 
being once in Chriſt, recon- 

_ Ciſed,to God, and having 
the Spirit of God,itis under 
a gratious governement and 

| providence, that diſpoſcth 
 alltlingsto goed, and ma- 
| x<th | 
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 keth every thing peaceable. 

0 Tranquiliue  Detes8 tYu9 gui! 
*| | | Lorne: WhalsGotd ie a | 
'S | | | peace, allisatpeace, yea fo | 
s | | | farre at peace, that they 
c have a” blefling” in them. | 
n| | | The curſe and 'venome- is 

5 

Þ, 

q 


taken - out of ' them by 
Chriſt, who tooke the curſe 
1] | | on himſelfe, and Aatisfied- \ 

| | | the wrath of God;and now - 
- | | | they be not onely harme-' 
; lefſe, but  medicinall; and 
, helpefull, {o that. they be| 
11: all ours, and made inifome-| 
> | | | ſort ſerviceable'rto further: 
b 


| ourſpiritaall good, '* 

Whenour husband hath 
all things committed unto. 
 himin heaven or earthy will 
| | | he ſuffer anything to befall 
| | | hisdearcly beloved Spouſe, 
that ſhall be diladvantage- 
"= ous, and - prejudicialtl ra- 
| ;- -- ths 
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1 


the maine, :No,no, he will 
not ſuffer any thingito be- 
fall her, which he will aor; 
rule, and order, and over- 
rule -for the good : of the 
Church, and ſo there comes 


to be thatthird peace.; © :| 

And for the time to come 
a Chriſtian knowes , that 
whom. Chaſt loves, hee: 
loves to the. end,:'and;the 


g9od worke: begun ſhalt be 
perfeRed tothe aay of the 
Lord, He knoweth he is in 
heaven: already! inhishead: 


Hee that beleewes ww- Chriſt| 
{ hath everlaſting life, and is' 


triumphing in glory in his 
ned [255i 10d agaiils 
'And- therefore - nothing) 
can diſmay a Chriſtianithar! 
istruely in Chriſt; granc the! 


firſt, grant. all, ſtand: upon; 
good termes with Chriſt,be; 


me. 7] 


Fe | | 


CE —— — _ 


OI 
————————* 


FF: m4, 


a Feds #*% twin os #7 = 3A ton <= 6% oÞ = Ao 


v'h PIE _—_— A—— m__ 


XUM- 


— — —— 


—<——_ 


| The ſecond Sermon, | 79. 1 


Jl} I} reconciled t@ God, and no-. | 
e-| || thing eandoe thee hurt, | 
Dt; But when weatany time 
r-{ || come to. comfort. ſuch as | 
Ic have comfort for their por- 


tion, it ſtickes herezif I were 
achilde of God indeed, or: 
e| [| if I did beleeve, it were 
| || ſomething. Theſe be good 
e{ || comforts indeed, and cer-| 
e] || taine, and true, forthey /be 
&| || the word of God -but what 
ef |! isthisto me? I findeunivers- | 


1 || ſally, that comfort ſtickes.| 
:| || there, and therfore we muft;| 
71 | Iabourto remove that obje-/ 
| || Ron, 


) [| Firſt of all therefore la- 
| bour to have a good judge- | [3 
1 || ment of maine truths, that | "i 

! || theſe comforts are the com- 
forts of the holy Ghoſt,and 
that the word is the word of 
God, by a _generall know- | 
E-1 ledge 
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ledge of «the truth of the 
| promiſes, thou ſhalt be ber-| 
; | ter able to apply chem. It 
1 thou ſticke inthe principles, | | | 
ſoasnotto know them, nor| | |. 
ſ: - | to beleeve them there'is no; 
talking-of the application of 
faith upon them; we muſt 
# make that our owne in par- 
ticular, which we beleeve 
. | firſt ingenerall. And there. 
| tore Chriftians muſt firſt be! 
well ſcene inthe Scriptures, 
| and.in the. promiſes there; | 
| \.that they: may-know: what] 
{ | | belongs to them, andapply} 
| } them to themſclves. | 
I but my faith is weake */ 
| | | T anſwer: The office ot| 
 faithisro knit to Chriſt, and 
| the weakeſt fanth will doe 
| that,as well as the ſtrongeſt: 
| And when we are once one 
| 
| 
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wich Chriſt, then our per- 
| tection | 


—_—_— 


XUM 


—_— 


» The ſecond Sermoy. [| Se 


, feRion is to bee tound in 
him. Itis the office of Faith 
t to bring us to Chriſt, ans 
| then to looke to him tyrall 
r| | | perfections, and tor thy xi- 
y tle to heaven, and not tothy 
f | | faith. And true faith is faith 


$4 | 


} even in the leaſt degree of 
| | | it. As wee lay: of the ele- | 
| | | ments, every drop, of wa- 


ter is water, an. evcry ipark 
ef | | offirc is fire, And therefore 
the argument will not hold, 


Pl if we have _not much faith, 
1} | | we have no faith; or if wee | 
v1 | | have no teeling,. wee have} 

| | | no faith. There are many | 
-| | | common errours which | -j 
tl wee muſt remove, that 
1} | | they may not hinder us 


-| | | inthe application of Chriſt, 
. by diſtinguiſhing betweene | 
ſtrong grace.8& true grace; & | 
| above all, labour to know & 
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— 


| fort, though wee may be 


[underſtand the covenant of 
grace, Thetenor of which 
| requireth no fer meaſures of 
"grace, but if we'beteeve, we 
Þ+: f not periſh, but have c- 
 vcrlaſting life; under lo gra- 
cious and mercifull a cove- 


| nantare we. 


-2 Bic this is not ſufficient 


20 {atisfie the ſoule. The ve-| 


| ry cleaving to Chriſt is in- 
' deed a ſufticient ground of 
| comfort;bur yet to obtaine 
| a@nall comfort, there muſt 
| bea knowledge that we doe 
cleave to Chriſt, and be. 
| leeve. There may be adhe- | 
| tence withont evidence:and. 
; there muſt be ana of refle- 
| Qion to cauſe faith of evi- | 
 Cence,itmuſtappeareto our | 
ſelves that we doe beleeve | 
| before 'we''can have com- 


true 
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| true Chriſtians, and goe to 
heaven without it. There-. 
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fore letus labour to make our 
calling and elett;on ſure : that 
15, in our ſelves; and in our 
owne apprehenſion: though 
it beneverſo ſure in ir ſelfe; 


muſt labour to-make' it ſure 
in our owne breaſts, tht fin 


[may be reconciled in 'our 
| Owne hearts, that what is 
done in heaven, may be 
done in our hearts alſo, be - 
ing cleared to our owne al- 
furance. You ſee what ad- 


vile the Apoſtle gives, Give 


without d#gepce, nor with- 
out aff diligence : to make onr 


is,to make our cletion ſure, f 


by 


and in Gods breaſt, yet we. 


may be pardoned in our| 
| owne conſciences, that all | 


all d:ligence : 1t 15 not got' 


— _— 


calling and eleffien ſure, that | 


2 Pet.1, 


ao 
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 by.qur calling, and to that 


| cndd40, adde grace 10 grace, It | 


' is the. growing | Ciniltjan; 
' that! is the aſſured Chriſtian. 
\.Whileſt we-are yetadding 
to every heape, w: ſhall get 


more abundant extrance, and 
farther into the; kingdome: of 


leſws: Chriſt, as- the Apotiile 
thereſpeakes, 

| 3 And when wehave at- 
tained any evidence of true 
faith, labuur to keepe that 


; Our evidence cleare, Ictit} 


| not be ſpotted or defiled by 


| any ſinfull a&s: you bave| 


| many a good cvidencethat 
1s ſo blurred with negligen- 
' ces,. and daily errours in 
þ wor and converſation, 


at when they reflet upon! 


themſelves they conclude, 
Can ſuch a wretch as I, that 
have ſo looſea tongue, that 


|- have 


- CE” 


(| 


YUM 
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. their evidence, which wee 


| 22! , 
. witneſle with our conſcien- 
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' have no more watchfulncſle 
| over my heart, have any 
' faith at all. And thus God 


may be ina good eſtate for 
the maine, yetthey ſhall not 
know it, 'and all becauſe | 
they are not carefull ro keep 


| ſhould preſerve cleare and 
bright, that it might beſcen! 
'and read upon all occaſions, 


And we ſhould ſo keepe | | 


' them bright, that our con-| 
ſciences may witnefle with 

' us, and that the Spirit and 

' the Word may joyne their 


| ces. The Word faith, Thar he | 
| that loves the brethren ts tran- 
| atedto life,and hethar hears 
the word, as the word, is 


' doth ſuſpead their com-| 
| forts ſo, that though they | 


| 


Chriſts ſheep. Now doththy | 
| BSI CON- 


— 
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Fa 


| word, and thy .conſcience 


.conſcience tell thee, .that 
though in weake meaſure, 
yet 7 ave ſo? Then herc is the 


for thee: and doth the ſpirit 
' witneffe with. thy-cofcience 


thar it is:{d indeed? then it is 
well;thou-k-epeſt thy Evi- 


ba 


denceto purpole. | 
And when we have | 
Cone this, let us make con- 


ſcience not to yecld to any 
baſe doubts, and feares, and 
.objeQions of Sathan, and 
our owne hearts. When we 
finde any worke of grace, 
deny not the worke of God, 
leſt we grieve the Spirit of 


God. As ſome melancholy 
Chriſtians,that though eve- 
ry man may ſcetlic worke 


{of God in them, Yet yeeld 


ſo ſlaviſhly to the miſgi- 


'virgs of thcit hearts,andthe 
SS. 


temp- 
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they conclude they have no 


Chriſtians that can reade 
their evidence better, ſee 
that they have theſe in 
them;what diſhonour is this | 
to God and his Spirit, when 
a darke humour ſhall pre- 
| vaile morethen the Word, 
the truth it ſelfe ? this is a 
great bondage which Sa- 
than brings the ſoule into : 
that when there is evidence 
| of faith in the fruits of it, yet 
; men will belecve a peeviſh 
| humour, before the word 
and teſtimony of conſci- 
ence, enlightened by the 


great pride in the heart, 


humour, then to Evidence 
"4 E 2 it 
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temptations of Sathan, that | 


faith, no love: though other 


ſpirit. Take heed of it as a | 


] 


| when wee yeeld more toa | 
{ ſturdy, darke, unſubdued | 


——_ —_—— 
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| it ſelte. 

Therefore in ſuch caſes 
hearken not to what feare 
ſayes, or humour ſaith, or 
 Sathan ſaith, or what the 
world faith, but hearken 
what truth it {elfe ſaith, and 
* | what conſcience ſaith, when 
it isenlightened by the Spi. 
rit, as in good times when 
we are at the beſt. True 
Chriſtians,though more re- 
miſſe, ſhall have ſo much 
comfort as ſhall ſupport 
them from falling into de- 
ſpaire, yet not ſo much as 
| ſhall ſtrengthen them, and 
catry them into a vigorous 
life, fit for Chriſtians. 
| 5 When we have found 
any worke of grace, and 
thereupon that our faith is | | | 
true, wee ought to comfort | 

| our ſelves, and to maintaine | 
. BR. our | 
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| our comfort by all meanes. 


| Every grace Is but faith ex- 
erciſed : when our Saviour 
ſaith, Te beleeve i» God, be- 


4 leewe alſo inmee, hee might | 
have ſaid alſo inparticular, 


Be patient, be contented, be 
comforted. But he names 
the root of all, Faith,where- 
in all graces are radically, 
which is therfore diſcerned 
in thefruits of ir, ſo thatif 
any grace be found, as love 
to the brethren, hope of life 
everlaſting, or the Jike,there 
is faith. For the root and 
branches bee together, 
though the root is not al- 
waies diſcerned. And there- 
fore when we diſcover any 
true faith in the fruit ofir, let 
us ſupport and comfort our 
ſelves with it. | 
For whe a man 1s in Chriſt, 
E 3 and 
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 qand by Chriſt an hcire of 
heaven,and achilde of God, 
whatin the world can befall | 
| 
| 


him,. that ſhould deje& 0- 
.ver much, and caſt him 
downe 2. What loſſe, what 
crofle, what want of friends, | 
| | hath he not allin God, and 
in, Chriſt, and in the pro-| 
miſc? Doe not the promiſes 
weigh down all diſcourage-| 
ments whatſoever? Surely | | 
they doe. And therefore we | 
muſt ſtrive againſt dejecti- | 
on. For belies what I ſpake 
the laſt day, it.is a diſhonour | 
tothe prolcfſſion of Religi-| 
on, which is init ſclf ſo glo- 
rious, a diſhonour to God, 
and to Chriſt, that when we | 
ave ſuch glorious preroga-| 
4 tives, and privileges, which 
the Angels themſclves ad- 
; mire; yet cvery petty croſlc | 
and. 
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and lafle thatwe meet with-1 
all in: the world ſhould caſt 
| us downe, wee ſhould take 
heed exceedingly of this, 
and ſhould labour every day 
to have a more and more 
Eleare fight of the promiles 
| | | tharbelong unto us, and to 
| | know the privileges of 
Chriſtianity, and renew our | . 
4 faith in them continually, 
| that they may be treſh tous 
 inall temptations, and occa- 
ſions whatſvever, * 
Ibeſcech you do but con- 
ſider any one grand pro- 
miſe, which if it be raoted' 
inthe ſoule, how it is able 
to ſupportthe ſoule againſt 
all troubles whatſoever, As | 
| that, Feare not little flocke, for | 
| | | it & your Fathers googpleaſure 
#0 give you the king dome. Or 
that other : If God ſpared not 
' __ -” bis \* 
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his Sowne e for ws;, how will hee 
not with him give us all things 
on 
Labour to have theſc 
things freſh in memory, to- 
greber with the privileges 
clonging to-. Chriſtians, 

| Thinke what 1s it to beea 
.childe of God, and an heire | 
of heaven. 
We muſt not looke one» 

iy to the blinde and darke 
ide of our condition, Chri- | 
ſtians have two fides, one to 
heaven-ward, and God. 
ward; and that is full of glo-| 
ry, certaine, \and immoye. 
able. Another towards the 
world, and that 15; often. |. 


of diſgrace, and dejection, 
That 1s moveable, ſome- 
times better, ſometimes 


worle, as God pleaſcth to | 
dif- 


mc _ 


times full of abaſement, full} 
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diſpenſe his government in; 
the Church. Let us looke to | 
| thegrace,to the coforts that | 
| belongto that grace, to the | 
promilcs, the beſt fide, and | 
not to becarried away with | 
the darkneſle of the other. , 
It is aterrible fight to look. 
upon finne, and miſery, and 
hell, & judgement to come; 
| but what aretheſc toa Chri- 
tian that is 1n Chriſt, that ' 
| ſeeththem all ſubJued, and ' 
. | overcome to him 2? The. af- 
flictions of. the world, and 
| the croſſes of the world,. 
what are they to > Kell | 
. [that is already in heaven 
tby . faith; and ſeeth them». 
all overcome in his head | 
4 Chriſte. Be of good comfort, I: 
+ have overcomethe world. And 
{.rherefore we. muſt: not: be | 
' |. !o/malignant,. as: to. looke | 
| | ny an 
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| 
| all upon one partof:a Chri- | 
'. | ſtlan, and that the worſer- 
| | part which is the obje of | 
| fence; for ſhame, live not: | 
| ' | by ſence: burjf we be Chri- 
ſtians, let us live by faith, 
| looke to the beſt part: looke 
| upwards and forwards-to- 
| that which is cternalli | 
| 5 And withall labour to- 
| | keepethe graces of the Spi- | 
| rit in continnall exerciſe up- | 
_ | onall occafions.. For grace | 
| exerciſed - bripgs. cer- 
5 | taine comfort : it may bee! 
S with a Chriſtian in his fee-. 
fy lings as with the worſt man 
- |[Iiving; but he may thanke 
his owne negligence, his. 
| owne dulncſie; his nor tir. | 
E ring upofthe graces of God | 
| inhim. For therefore it'is | 
thar he hangs the wing: up- | 
C- on every petty croſſe, on e- | 
A | - verv 
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very occaſion: Labour to 


| 


| 


ber Lord how I' have walked: 


} 


have an heart ready to exer- 
cile grace ſutcable to that. 
occaliun; for then grace 
will refle_ ſweetly, where 


tO AGO A I PIES oa 


there is fincerity and grace - 


in exercile.. Sincerity alone 
will not comfort a man, un- 
lefſe it grow up to fruicful- 


| 


neſſe: &fruitfulneſle which | 


ſprings-fromthe exerciſe of | 


grace, hath a ſweet refleRi- 
on upon the ſoule. Remem- 


before thee,tn truth, and with 
a perfeet- heart, faith Heze- 
kiah. He ſtood then moſt -in 
necd of comfort, and this 
comforted him, this his re- 
fiction upon his former {in« 
ccrity. So when 2 man can 
appcalz unto God, iS Peter 


| did, Lord thou knoweſt T love 
| thee; ſomnch fincerit '? [o much 


bold. 
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| boldneſſe with God. And ther= 
fore Ier us keep grace in ex- | 
erciſe, that we may be fruit. | 
full in ovrlives and conver- 
ſations, and then we ſhall be- 
TT | alwaics comfortable. | 
& ! Andtroaddealitl>,there-; | 
| 1$ no grace in a Chriſtian, 
+ 18 [ bur if it be excrciſed,rhere is 
| | 12 iuteavie comfort upon it ! 
even here in th1s world. | 
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There is a Premium. ante 
| Preminm, A revard before 
"a reward. Nay, the Heathen; 
A | men, Secrazes, and the beſt | | | 
| of tliem, ſofarre as they cx-., | | 
erciſed the naturall good-., | | 
neſle that was in them; their | 
| conſciences refleed peacc; | 
| ſo farre as they were good, 

ſand did good, tiey had | 
Peace, much more pRace | 

| then bad men. had. God | 
gave even them ſome re-.| 
| De wards, 
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et 


| wards, upon diſcharge of 
their duties.: he-will not be 
| beholden to any man, that | 
: cxerciſeth any degree of | 
5 | goodnefl that 15 in him, | 
| Much moretherforc ſhall a 
child of God enjoy it, when 
; hee exerciſeth his graces*in 
c.| | | any tEptatio,when he over- 
t | | | comes any uncleane, carth- | 
« | |. | Iy, -vaine-glorious vind!- 
e | | tive, orany other baſe luſt, 
e | | | he ſhall finde peace of con- 
n., | "ſcience ſuteable-:. and the 
t ' | | morche growes in ſtrength, 


- | and reſolution for the time 
-.' | | ro come, themore he grow- 
ir | | ; cthin inward peace, Righte- 
| Ka | 52 
z | | | enſneſſe and peace goe togr- | | 
j, | | | ther,not only the righteouſ- #1 
d | | nefle of Chriſt, and our re- k 
ec | conciliation before God: but 
d | | | alſothe rightconſneſ{eotan 
e- || | holylife, & peace mourown | 
"HB con- | "I 
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conlciences. 

The righteouſneſſe of | 

Chriſt entitles to heaven, | 

and the righteouſnefle of an 

holy life ſheweth my title | 

unto comfort. . As faith in 

. Chriſts righteouſnes brings 

e, ſo ftancification alſo: 

Chriſt is firft King of righte- 

Heb. 7.1, ouſneſſe, and then Kine of 
peace, Andtherefore where 

there is no _righteouſneſle, 

- thereis no peace.But on the | | 
contrary, as heat followcth 

the. fire, nd as the beames 

have an'emanation fro the 

* .z-  Sunne, ſo doth comfort a- 
riſe froia grace, eſpecially 

_ from grace exerciſed, # 
'-  Tiicrefore | they. . that 

' would have inward peace, || | 

| Etthem labour to begraci- || | 

= | OUS, and that'not onely in 

\ the. inward. frame of the || | 

: Eg 5} Hh heart, | 
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| heart, but in the exerciſe of 
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grace upon all occafions. | 
For they that walke according 
L tothis rule, that is,of the new | 
- | | { creature, peace betothemand 
0 the. whole Iſracl of God. Gal, 
5| | |15.16, anexaRtand carefull 
j life will. bring conirant 
"|| | Peace. . | | 
j' Therefore let us labour 


Cl | |; firſt for- intereſt in Chriſts 
2 | | | righteoufneſſe, and then for |. 
- || | tbe rightcouſncflc of an ho- 
h ly. lifez for a'conſcicnce to 
s| juſtifte us, that-we- have no 
I purpoſe to-live in any-fanne, 
b- and a not accuſing conſci-/ 
y |] |-ence will be - a juſtifying] - 
| conleience. What a bleſſed % 
at || | condition; ſhall: we be inzto 
© || | be in Chriſt, - and to know 
4- |] |thatwe areſo 7 Oh tho hea: | 
IN || | yenon*arthof ſuch aman, | 
"e \25-i5 inthat: condition Þ Bok 
which 
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' which way ſoevcr he looks, 
' he findes matter of com- 


to. the government of the 
"Spirit that hathruled h1mtn 
the former part of his life, 
, he may ſay with Saint Paw/, 
zTim.4.7 I have fought 4 good fight, I 
have runne the race that God 
; hath ſet before me. And what 
' a ſweet refleQion isthis ? he 
| is not afraidto looke backe 
| to his life paſt as other men. 
It he lookes forward, hee 
{ſeeth a place prepared for 
 binain.heaven, and there he 
( ſees himſclfe already in 
; Chriſt: henceforth there & 
| laid up for ane a crowne ef righ- 
| reouſntſſe, which the righteous 


andall that love. his appear 


the 


there: comes.il} tydings.of 
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fort. It heJookes backward, 


| Indge foal give me at that day: 
ring, ſaith he, there,, When | 


Py 
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| reproches, and diſgraces 


 knoweth he hath deſerved 
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the Church abroad,. and ar 
home,it doth not much dif. 
may him, his heartis fixed, 
he beleeveth in God, and in 
Chriſt, and that keepes him 
from being like a. reed tha- 
ken with every winde. For 


that he meets withall inthe 
world, he weares them as 
his crowne, if they be for 
Religion 8& goodnefſe ſake, 
For his witneſle 1s in hea- 
ven, and in his owne conſci- 
ence. And God in heaven, 
and his eonfcience with- 
in,doacquithim,& if he ſuf. 
fer for his deſerts, -yet inall 
afflitions God dealeth with 
him asa correting tather,he 


them; but he looks on them 


| 
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as comming frotmafatherin 
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covenant with him: And: 
what 
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ther,bue what is ſweet He| 
ſees it moderated and ſweet- 
ned, and inthe iflue tending 
to make  him- more. holy. 
The ſting is taken out, and a 
bleſſing is upon it, to make} 
| him -better.. And therefore 
| what can make a. Chriſtian 
| uncomfortable when hee 
hath-the Spirit. of Chriſt, 
S and faith the root of grace ? | 
| | Theſe comforts being 
warmed with meditation, 
will ticke cloſeto the heart: 
| comforts that are digeſted, 
| are they that worke. Let 
them therefore not onely, 
enter into the braine and 
1 fleet there, but let them 

linke into the heart by of-| 
ten conſideration of Gods 
love in Chriſt, and the] | 
 priviledges of Chriſtians 


here, | 
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F here, and in. heaven, where 
CI | | our head is, and where wee 
=| | | ſhall be ere long. Warme | 
- the heart with theſe, and 
s ſce if any petty thing 
©| can caſt thee 

Cc downe. 
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